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2009/2010 COHO AND CHUM 
COMMERCIAL NET FISHING REGULATIONS 

OF 
THE SQUAXIN ISLAND INDIAN TRIBE 

ANNUAL REGULATION NO. 09-02 

PREFACE 

This regulation governing the treaty fishing activities of the Squaxin Island Tribe, herein referred to as the 
Tribe, in all usual and accustomed fishing grounds and stations, is issued pursuant to the Fishing Ordinance 
of the Squaxin Island Indian Tribe. 

This regulation supersedes all previous anadromous regulations issued by the Tribe promulgated for 
regulation of the 2009/2010 Coho and Chum fishery. 

The said regulation becomes effective September 10*, 2009. 

The following sections and subsections from the 2009 Annual Commercial Net Fishing Regulations of 
the Squaxin Island Tribe with 2009 Fall Chinook Net Fishing Regulations (AR-09-01) shall apply for 
the purpose of this regulation: 

SECTION I 

SECTION II 

SECTION III 

SECTION IV 

Emergency Regulations 

Ceremonial/Subsistence/Test Fisheries 

Responsibilities of Tribal Fishers 

All Marine Fishing Area Legal Descriptions 
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SECTION V: 2009/2010 Coho and Chum Commercial Net Fishing Regulations 

A. General Information 

1. The Tribe reserves the right to modify the Annual Regulations by issuance of Emergency 
Regulations, whenever biological evidence supports the need for such modification. 

2. Emergency Regulations become effective twenty-four (24) hours after filing with the 
U.S.District Court approved Western Union TWX System and acknowledged receipt by 
Washington Department of Fisheries. 

3. The Official Emergency Regulations will be posted at the Squaxin Island Department of 
Natural Resources Office. These posted official Emergency Regulations will contain all 
modifications from the Annual regulations that will occur in the described fishery opening. 
Any detail (such as a specific open or closed area) not reported in the official Emergency 
Regulations will fall under the jurisdiction of the Annual Regulations, where full descriptions 
of fishery openings are presented. 

4. A SUMMARY of Emergency Regulations will be provided on a twenty-four (24) hour 
"Hotline" by calling 360-432-3899 and ayailable on the Squaxin Island Tribe website at: 
www.squaxinisland.org. This summary of Emergency Regulations provided on the "Hotline" 
or the website is designed as a convenience to the fishers and will therefore not always contain 
the entire text of the official Emergency Regulation. AT NO TIME will the "Hotline" or 
"Website" summary of Emergency Regulations supersede the official posted Emergency 
Regulations or the Annual Regulations. It is the fishers' responsibility to be informed of the 
official Emergency Regulations content, which are posted at the Squaxin Island Department of 
Natural Resources. Tribal Fisheries Manager assumes no responsibility for infractions 
incurred by fishers relying solely upon the"Hotline"or"Website"summary of Emergency 
Regulations for fishing during the season. 

5. Approximate Fishery Dates Unless Otherwise Stated: September lO***, 2009 through 
November 1'*, 2009 for coho and November 1'*, 2009 through January 31'', 2010 for 
chum. 

6. General Area Restriction: No gillnet shall extend more than 1/3 way across any boat channel, 
inlet, and cove or creek mouth. 

7. Cove Definition: Any saltwater embayment which has a freshwater source. 

8. Identification of Catch Areas: It shall be the responsibility of Tribal fishers to insure that the 
proper catch area with designated Squaxin Island sub-areas is recorded in the buyer's fish 
ticket. See enclosed maps at the end of this regulation. 

9. Test Fisheries: Test fisheries will be conducted for the entire season by specific fishers 

AR 09-02 2009/2010 Annual Coho Chum Regulations-REV June 18th, 2009 Joseph C Peters-Squaxin Island Tribe Natural Resources Department 

2 

http://www.squaxinisland.org


selected preseason by the Fish and Wildlife Manager. Criteria for selection of fishers to 
perform test fisheries in specific areas will be based upon the gear type possessed by the fisher 
and the submittal of the lowest bid by the fisher to perform the season's test fisheries. 
Alternates will be selected to perform test fisheries in the event that the primary test fishers 
selected cannot participate. 

10. All nets must be set a minimum of one legal net length away from another unless agreed 
to by both parties. 

11. Beach seines: must release all cutthroat trout captured unharmed in all fisheries. 
Cutthroat populations in local streams are currently at very low levels. Conservation measures 
directed towards incidental catches in Tribal coho fisheries and local recreational fisheries are 
necessary to allow Area 13D-K cutthroat stocks to rebuild. 

12. Beach seines: Although release of wild coho is not a current fisheries restriction. Please 
release all wild coho (see attachment for clarification.) Natural populations of coho in local 
streams appear to be at very low levels. This practice of selective fishing, where the release of 
incidental catches of wild coho in the Tribal fisheries and local recreational fisheries, is a 
conservation measure to potentially allow Area 13D-K coho stocks to begin to rebuild. 

SECTION VI: Area, Species, Season and Weekly Opening Descriptions 

A. DANA PASSAGE - 13D-Dana tl3D-l) 
1. Species Coho/chum 
2. Season September 10* - December 31" 
3. Weekly Openings Actual daily openings announced by emergency regulation. 

a. Set Nets 
1. Maximum length 300 feet 
2. Minimum stretch mesh 5 inches 

b. Drift nets 

c. 

1. Maximum length 
2. Minimum stretch mesh 

Beach Seines 
1. Maximum length 
2. Allowable stretch mesh 

900 feet 
5 inches 

600 feet 
3 inch minimum— —4 inch maximum 

B. PEALE PASSAGE - 13D-Peale (On Reservation) (13D-3) 
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