Tribal Leaders Summit Announces “All-Star Cast” of Speakers!
What do poet  Sherman Alexie,  law professor  Charles Wilkinson, and hundreds of  Pacific Northwest  Tribal Leaders, all have in common?  They will be attending  the 2008 Region 10 Tribal Leaders Summit here in Kamilche this Spring!  Individuals from around  Oregon, Washington, Idaho  and Alaska will come together  this April to participate in the annual summit.  

 Nearly 400 representatives from  area tribes, EPA  and other organizations are expected to attend  the summit, titled “Sustaining Tribal Cultures—tailoring programs to fit places.”  The agenda is coming together quickly and promises to include some incredible speakers.   

Highlighted on the agenda is author Sherman Alexie.  He  is a Spokane/Coeur d’Alene Indian,  who  grew up on the Spokane Indian Reservation and  has become a well know author.  Many of his works have earned him recognition and honors, including the 2007 National Book Award for Young People's Literature for The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.  Amongst countless awards for  his poetry and books, Smoke Signals, a movie he wrote the screen play for,  has received awards from the Sundance Film Festival.  


Keynote Speaker: Sherman Alexie

Another highlight is Professor Charles Wilkinson , a renowned scholar of American Indian law and an accomplished author.  He has won awards for his book Messages From Frank's Landing, a profile of Billy Frank, Jr. and has also been honored for his historical book,  Blood Struggle: The Rise of Modern Indian Nations  He currently is a distinguished law professor at the University of Colorado.   
Other well-known speakers include Heather Kendall-Miller- a well known lawyer from the Native American Rights Fund, and Larry Merculieff - 2006 Buffett Award finalist for his contributions to increased involvement of Native organizations in scientific research and political efforts to protect Alaska's environment.  All  will prove to be entertaining , thought-provoking and engaging speakers.  The Squaxin Island Tribal Community is fortunate to host such amazing guests.  

The summit will  take place April 21st -24th,  at the  Little Creek Casino and area.   To register, or for more information about the summit, visit http://www.squaxinisland.org/tls/index.html, or call Brenda Nipp at 360-754-7644.  
